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Branch Master’s Report –  2020 
 
On behalf of the Branch, it is with great pleasure that I (Zubin Bhada) provide the 
Branch Masters report for June 2020. 
 
With the current unprecedented times we are in with COVID-19, our organisation has 
continued to progress and this month we managed to have our first face-to-face 
general and court meeting. Although, not attended in huge numbers, it does support 
the proactive preparation to moving to “Business as Usual”. 
 
Branch Court 
Due to official work I was unable to attend the Court session, however same was 
presided by Capt. Steve Harris on my behalf. (Thankyou Steve…). 
The meeting commenced by reviewing the past Court Meeting Minutes (May 2020) 
with any follow up actions. Below items were covered in the Court meeting: 
 
• Review of Last Minutes  
• Review of Registrar’s report 
• Review of Secretary’s report 
• Review of Treasurer’s Report 
• Update from Social Coordinator 
• Business Arising from Previous minutes. 
• Any Other Business 
 
 
 
BM Update 
 
BM thanks the court for their continued support in these unprecedented times of 
COVID-19. Special thanks to Steve Harris and Peter Bartlett for keeping the 
membership well informed on our new way of life.  

COVID-19 Statistics - as of 01 July 2020: 
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Information statistics on World COVID-19 from (WWW.worldometers.info/coronovirus) 

 

   

 
Information statistics on Australian COVID-19 from (https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts)  

  

The Australian COVID-19 statistics show a rise with the daily number of reported 
cases increasing in Victoria. This is having a negative effect on opening borders. 
Here in WA the government and WA Police have done an excellent job in curtailing 
and controlling the numbers down to ZERO in the last weeks. This change in the 
coming weeks will see change in life-style, work environment and more importantly a 
welcomed change in “Health and Wellbeing” of all.  
 

http://www.worldometers.info/coronovirus
https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts
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General Meeting 
As a result of the current unprecedented times and challenges imposed by COVID-
19, we still managed to hold a general meeting at the FAC on 24th June 2020. 
Although low numbers (15) Capt Steve Harris presided over the session and even 
managed a QUIZ for the members.  
 
Points West 
Many thanks to Mark Beal and his wife Gina (our editors of Points West) who continue 
to prepare and publish our great newsletter. Please do send in articles and/or stories 
that we can share with our membership.  
 
Federal Court  
The Federal court next session to be held by virtual session on 10th July 2020 
organised by Fed Secretary. 
 
In closing, I would like to thank all members for their continued effort and support in 
keeping our branch live and active throughout 2020. Please stay safe in these 
challenging times of COVID-19 and do reach out to me and/or any court member if 
you require any support during these times.  
 
 
 
Capt. Zubin Bhada (AFNI) 
Branch Master 

 
End of Report 
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June Registrars Report 
 

Membership Movements 
Ratified by Federal 0  
Resigned to Friend 0  
Resigned from COMMA 0  
Membership Cancelled 2 Richard Chettiar / Ajith Nair (see comments) 
Deceased 0  
Transferred to Retired 0  
Transferred Branch 0  
Membership Upgraded 0  

Membership Summary 
Federal Life Members 2   Voting rights / No levy / No fees 
Friends 12   Over 80 years old / No voting rights / No levy / No fees 
Ex-Officio Members 1   No voting rights / No levy / No fees  
WA Honorary Members 3 3  Voting rights / Federal Levy Payable / No fees 
Ordinary Members 78 78 78 Master (Unlimited Trading) 
Associate Members 14 14 14 Master (Restricted Trading) / Deck Officers & Others 
Retired Members 22 22 22 + 65 years / 15 years membership / no longer employed 
Total Members 132    
Federal Levy Payable  117   
Fee Paying Members   114  
Pending Members (Read) 0   Application received / awaiting ratification 
Total Members 132    

 
WA Membership Applications Pending 

Name Type Comment 
Nil   

 
Membership Application - Read 29th April 2020 

Name Branch Comment 
Nil   

 
Comments 

Richard Chettier: 
Terminated / stated verbally he wishes to resign but did not submit a written resignation as requested. 
Ajith Nair: 
Terminated / un-contactable by phone – has not paid 2020 sub or responded to emails. 
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WAYPOINTS 
 

Forthcoming Birthdays 
 
The following Members celebrate birthdays in the period until the end of July 2020.  Ages are withheld 
to “protect the innocent”… 
 

2nd July John Mangini 
5th July Dylan Smith 
8th July Michael Birchall / Simon Healy / John Hoogerwaard 
9th July Francis Galarce 
14th July Joshua Gonsalves 
16th July Michael Furlong 
19th July Royce Spencer 
21st July Warren Sharpe 
29th July Ash Karkhanis 

 
 
Forthcoming Membership Anniversaries 
 
The following Membership Anniversaries occur in the period until the end of July 2020. 
 

4 years Tony Allen / Neville Amaria 
8 years Greg Dunn / Rod Silvester 
9 years Mark Gooderham / David Oliver 
20 years David Heppingstone / David Jones 
31 years Lindsay Copeman 
37 years Michael Furlong 
41 years Alan Keane 
46 years Michael Kiely 
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Long-Serving Members 
 
The Branch Court wishes to acknowledge and thank the following members who have achieved 
significant periods of COMMA membership  
 

Period Name / Membership Ratification Date Years 
60+ years Capt Robert Leggat / Retired  1st Jan 1957 63 
50+ years Capt David Clarke / Friend 17th Feb 1964 56 
 Capt Alexander Small / Friend 30th May 1967 53 
 Capt Corney Durham / Retired 15th May 1967 52 
 Capt Peter Shoebridge / Friend 19th Jun 1967 53 
 Capt Mike Gusterson / Retired 11th Sep 1969 50 
 Capt “Dai” Davies / Friend 30th Oct 1969 50 
40+ years Capt Richard Ireland / Retired 19th Jun 1972 48 
 Capt Mike Kiely / Retired 18th Jul 1974 46 
 Capt Paddy Evelegh / WA Honorary 3rd Feb 1976 44 
 Capt John Abernethy / Friend 1st Oct 1976 43 
 Capt David Aslett / Retired 4th Oct 1976 43 
 Capt Alan Keane / Friend 18th Jul 1979 41 
 Capt Roger Pettman / Ordinary 10th Sep 1979 40 
30+ years Capt David Harrod / Ordinary 9th Oct 1980 39 
 Capt Chris Grubba / Ordinary 4th Feb 1981 39 
 Capt David Gardiner / Ordinary 8th April 1981 39 
 Capt Patrick Tebbutt / Friend 7th Dec 1981 38 
 Capt Michael Furlong / Friend 14th Jul 1983 37 
 Capt David Notman / Friend 28th Sep 1983 36 
 Capt Bill Prins / Ordinary 6th Dec 1983 36 
 Capt Wim Van Alebeek / WA Honorary 19th Dec 1985 34 
 Capt Eric Barron / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 34 
 Capt James Tunmore / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 34 
 Capt Ajay Tandon / Ordinary 22nd Apr 1986 34 
 Capt Richard Purkiss / WA Honorary 19th Jan 1987 33 
 Capt Ian Harrod / Ordinary 14th Dec 1987 32 
 Capt Alfred De Rooy / Ordinary 12th Sep 1988 31 
 Capt Richard Gordon / Ordinary 14th Nov 1988 31 
 Capt Lindsay Copeman / Ordinary 28th Jul 1989 31 
 Capt Frank Kaleveld / Life 5th Nov 1989 30 
 Capt Richard Court /  11th May 1990 30 

 
 
 

Updating Contact Details 
 
Members are asked to please update the Registrar with changes of residential address, email 
address, or phone numbers when they occur.  Contact details follow: - 
 

Steve Harris  /  registrar@comma-wa.org.au  /  0412 928 275 
 

 
 

mailto:registrar@comma-wa.org.au
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Treasurers Report 
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General / New Business 
There was no new business items discussed at the last Branch Court Meeting in this section 
A. Updated Branch Court contact details updated below: 

 

 
Company of Master Mariners of Australia – WA Branch 

 
Branch Court Contact Details 

 
 

Position Name COMMA Address Mobile Number 

Branch Master Zubin BHADA branch.master@comma-wa.org.au 0408 165 306 

Deputy Branch Master Simon HEALY deputy.bm@comma-wa.org.au 0427 103 864 

Immediate Past Branch Master Steve WENBAN past.bm@comma-wa.org.au 0457 562 622 

Hon Treasurer John FIGGESS treasurer@comma-wa.org.au 0434 803 525 

Hon Secretary Peter BARTLETT secretary@comma-wa.org.au 0448 879 176 

Hon Registrar Steve HARRIS registrar@comma-wa.org.au 0412 928 275 

Points West Editor Mark BEAL editor@comma-wa.org.au 0409 299 290 

Social Coordinator Alicia McCARRON social@comma-wa.org.au 0437 430 704 

Branch Librarian Steve HARRIS librarian@comma-wa.org.au 0412 928 275 

Branch Court (Group Address) Copies to all above branch.court@comma-wa.org.au n/a 
 
 
 

Capt. Zubin Bhada Peter Bartlett 
Branch Master Branch Secretary 
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News 
and 
Views 

 
 
 
Captain of the APL England cargo ship charged over container spill  
 
In rough weather, early in the morning of 24 May, about 40 containers were lost 
overboard from the Singapore-flagged container ship APL ENGLAND.  
 
Charges have been laid against the master of the APL ENGLAND, which lost about 
40 containers overboard off Sydney. The offenses relate to pollution and/or damage 
of the Australian marine environment as a result of poor cargo loading. 
 
AMSA General Manager Operations Allan Schwartz said laying charges against the 
ship’s Master was not undertaken lightly. “This and other incidents remind us of the 
important role the ship’s Master has in ensuring the ships that ply our waters are 
operated safely and do not damage our marine environment. “Today’s actions 
should not detract from the responsibility of the ship owner APL Singapore, insurer 
Steamship Mutual, and operator ANL who remain accountable for remediation of any 
impacts of this incident. “We welcome ANL taking responsibility by engaging 
contractors to undertake shoreline clean-up and retrieve some of the floating 
containers this week, but the impacts of this incident could take months, if not years 
to remediate and we expect these efforts to be sustained for however long it takes.” 
Mr Schwartz said the ship remained under detention in the Port of Brisbane and 
would not be released until its serious deficiencies have been rectified. “As of today, 
AMSA has placed an additional requirement on the owner of the ship under the 
Protection of the Seas Act which must be met before the ship will be released from 
detention. “This action seeks financial security from the insurers in the order of $22 
million. This provides a commitment that they will remediate all impacts of this 
incident. That $22 million covers estimated costs including that of a clean-up.” 
AMSA’s investigation is ongoing. Source: The Maritime Post 
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Latest News of STS Leeuwin II 
The end of Leeuwin Ocean Adventure’s 2019-20 sailing season was abrupt. Like businesses 
everywhere, Leeuwin Ocean Adventure had no option but to close its doors. Nine voyages, four 
day sails and planned alongside events were systematically cancelled as the threat of Covid-19 
engulfed Australia and countries across the world. 

In different circumstances, this could have been a perfect time to plan STS Leeuwin II’s biennial 
dry-docking and AMSA Survey. But with a significant loss of income, the threat of losing mostly 
all our crew and staff and the costs associated with dry-docking looming large, the future of 
Leeuwin looked grim.  

However, we are here to tell the tale. And that tale can only be told because of the amazing 
support we have received from so many quarters. With thanks to the Federal Government’s 
JobKeeper initiative, the State Government’s waiving of fees at the Australian Marine Complex 
(AMC), a grant from Lotterywest and the contribution of free and discounted goods and services 
from 25 local businesses, our maintenance period and AMSA survey are well underway. This is 
the story of Leeuwin II’s first visit to the AMC floating dock, in fact the first visit of a tall ship to 
the dock, and the smallest ship to ever dock at the Common User Facility (CUF). 

Wild weather sends STS Leeuwin II to C-berth and then Northport. 

 

Leeuwin II’s first visit to a floating dock 

Leeuwin II underwent preparation at Northport for several 
weeks as the plans for docking at the Australian Marine Complex (AMC) were finalised. The usual 
work of de-rigging, removing the sails and a large proportion of the running rigging, 
decommissioning, and cleaning the sewerage treatment plant and other tank systems got her 
ready. 

Preparation with the Australian Marine Complex Henderson 

STS Leeuwin has traditionally docked at BAE. This year, needing to be parked up for an extended 
period, BAE couldn’t accommodate us. AMC could, and they have been a delight to work with. 
The berthing in the floating dock and hands-on management of the refit was however, a totally 
new experience for the Captain and Operations Manager. With commercial matters concluded it 
was all hands to prepare for her arrival. Step one: using original as-constructed drawings, 
information on the ship’s hull was provided to the AMC floating dock team to build the cradle for 
the ship lift. 

The intention had been to park up at 
B-Berth until the ship was ready to 
leave, but storm conditions saw the 
Port’s fender break-away and fall to 
the bottom of the harbour. Our safe 
haven at B-Berth was gone. Our 
thanks to Capt Greg Tonnison from 
Fremantle Pilots, tugs from Svitzer 
and TAMS, Capt David Heppingstone 
from Fremantle Ports and to 
Northport Marine for putting us up 
for weeks! (Photo courtesy FPA) 
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The dock master had called for our arrival at 08:00. Pausing briefly outside the heads to launch 
the rescue boat again for tug activities together with help of a second vessel provided by Chivers 
Marine. At 08:06 Leeuwin II edged slowly into the dock. The dock providing 11.4m  of water, 12 
lines were sent to the floating dock, some as brest lines on travellers used to locate the ship 
centrally in the dock and longitudinally above the cradle. All precision work was managed on 
windlasses on the floating dock. Once the ship was in position the dock commenced de ballasting 
and lines were progressively let go. All crew and volunteers left the ship via the pilot ladder and 
rescue boats. The Captain dutifully leaving the ship last. 

 

Works completed on the Floating Dock Facility - Initial Clean and Antifouling 

By the time crew and volunteers had access 
to the ship in the early afternoon, the 
weather had closed in. But tasks needed to be 
done to meet the tight deadlines to move off 
the floating dock and onto the hardstand.  
Firstly, block up all the freeing ports on the 
floating dock base to ensure no loss of 
containment of marine growth on the hull 
returning to the ocean. This involved taping 
up holes and laying Bidim matting under the 
ship. Also, inventive rigging of old sails from 

the gunwale to the floating dock floor was used 
to encapsulate the hull while pressure blasting. 
An initial scrape of the hull was followed by 
pressure washing and vapour blasting. This was 
followed be a complete wash down of the 
floating dock resulting in 20,000L of water 
captured and disposed of by RMD Industrial 
Services.   

Movement to the hardstand 

Leeuwin II needed to be moved from the 
floating dock to the hardstand to make way for the next lift - a Collins Class submarine. This 
movement, using SPMT’s, really demonstrates the flexibility of this excellent resource – the 
Australian Marine Complex, Common User Facility. 

 

The diving team arrived with their 
kit - three divers, a dive master and 
a trailer load of equipment. It was 
fascinating to watch the divers 
working underwater on an HD 
monitor with voice 
communications. The divers 
carefully check contact with the 
chocks, guiding the ship millimetre 
by millimetre so the load is taken 
equally on all pedestals. 
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On top, a timber structure is crafted to fit the ship’s hull. The design needed to be flexible as we 
all know a 34-year old ship may not be absolutely true to the construction drawings. Once 
constructed the cradle is then moved to the floating dock “Yargan” (Nyoongar name for 
Tortoise). A mighty monster compared to Leeuwin II. 

Notes on Yargan - the floating Dock 

LOA 102.3 m 
Beam Overall 53 m 
Lifting capacity 12,000 tonne 
Pumping time to raise maximum load 2 hours 
Controlled by 3 dock masters and 10 additional linesmen operating winches. 

Movement Day – 10 June 2020 

Arriving at the ship, she was well up on her marks with the preparation activities and looking like 
she wanted to get out of the water - close to a light ship condition. Stability intact, Leeuwin II has 
a GM of 1.4 m. 

04:00hrs Muster commenced on a cool crisp morning with clear sky overhead. The passage 
briefing was conducted on the Poop Deck with five crew, the office team, new and past cadets 
and a small number of Leeuwin’s faithful volunteers - and Captain Angela Lewis’s Father. The 
Captain gave a brief on the movement and assigned crew to various tasks.  The early muster was 
justified with several commercial movements in the S&P Channel. Away from the berth a little 
early, Leeuwin’s rescue boat was launched as a tug if needed for the tight passage through the 
Rous Head Channel. Once clear of the harbour the rescue boat was recovered giving the crew an 
early morning work out on the falls. Fremantle Port Control advised the planned traffic in the 
S&P had been delayed and STS Leeuwin II was granted passage using the virtual channel through 
Success Bank and entering at the northern end of the Parmelia Channel. Clearing the channel at 
05:57hrs, the Captain laid off to the west to keep clear of shipping movements. There was some 
cloud build up over the Darling Scarp which treated all on board to a beautiful sunrise. Watching 
a south bound commercial movement and once she had cleared the channel, STS Leeuwin was 
able to shape a course for the northern approach through Woodman’s Channel and into the AMC 
Henderson facility.  

This task involved a review of the ship’s line 
drawings and identification of frames and points 
where contact is to be avoided. Then followed 
the elaborate craftsmanship with steel frames 
mounted with cans (sponsored by Global Hire; 
Tutt Bryant sponsored the supply of the Self 
Propelled Modular Transporters or SPMT’s). 
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---------------------------------------------------------------  

 
 
 
 
6 Things Seafarers Should Learn From The COVID-19 Crisis  
 
COVID-19 pandemic has changed the world we use to live in.  
 
Talking specially about the seafarers, well, a lot has changed for us too. 
 
All the plans made by a seafarer are mostly based on their “sign on” and “sign off”. But with the onset 
of this extraordinary crisis, all plans have gone for a toss.  
 
The seafarers onboard are desperate to come back to their homes, as they are over-worked and 
exhausted, both mentally and physically.  
 
While the seafarers at home are anxiously waiting to join back, as slowly they are heading towards a 
financial crisis, they are now finding it hard to support their families. Well, it’s not our mistake that this 
pandemic took place and gave rise to a crisis. 
 
The question is, were we, the seafarers prepared for it? Did we have a contingency plan for it? The 
answer is NO!  
 
We always thought, life will go on normally, we will join the ship, earn money, comply with our 
financial commitments, come back home, spend time with the family, and again the cycle will repeat, 
isn’t it? This crisis has taught us that things can go horribly and unexpectedly wrong at times. So, 
what lessons can we, the seafarers can learn from this COVID-19 Pandemic? I can think of 6 things 
we should start working on right away:  
 
1. Never blindly trust any union or organization claiming to work for the welfare of seafarers. In the 
end, it all boils down on you. In times of crisis, you must manage everything on your own. 
  
2. Plan your finances in a good way. Build an emergency fund. Invest wisely. 
 
3. Keep learning something new, keep enhancing your skills. You never know what might help in 
times of crisis. 
  
4. Do not completely rely only on your income from your primary occupation, i.e. sailing. Try to build a 
parallel occupation for yourself, a side job, or a small business maybe. 
  
5. Do not waste your hard-earned money on the things which you don’t need. If you don’t need or 
want it, don’t buy it. 
  
6. If possible, avoid extending your contracts onboard. Once you finish your contract, go back to your 
loved ones. Spend time with your family.  
 
Written By A Seafarer, one amongst you. 
 
 

Please follow the link below to watch a short time-lapse film prepared for us, free of charge, by 
local film production company, Sunburnt Films (1m20sec), showing STS Leeuwin’s arrival, 
operation of the floating dock and later move to the hardstand by SPMT. 

https://sailleeuwin.com/news-stories/watch-leeuwin-dry-dock/ 

Information on the AMC facility can be found at:   
https://www.australianmarinecomplex.com.au/ 
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CHAIN LOCKER CLUB 

MASTER MARINERS MEETING Wednesday 24th June 2020 at the Flying Angel Club 

Large meeting room has been arranged with tables & seating, socially 
distanced, within the current government regulations as at 12 June 2020. 

• Tables are spaciously arranged for 25 persons, and an extra 3 if required. 
• In accordance with COVID--‐ 19 Requirements the following apply: 
• On arrival at the Venue entry is only at the Front Door of the building (no rear 

door entry) 
• All persons will be checked in and moved to the large meeting room at the 

Chain Locker bar. 
• There is ample space to move around the meeting room. 

The bar will be open but no longer serving tap beer, and similarly there will be no 
post--‐ mix soft drink. 

 
 330ml bottles Becks 4.0% Alc/Vol 330ml bottles Corona 4.5% 

Alc/Vol  
 330ml bottles Carlton Dry 4.6 Alc/Vol 330ml bottles Stella Artois 

4.8  
 Alc/Vol 330ml bottles Heineken 5.0% Alc/Vol 330ml bottles Peroni 

5.1%Alc/Vol 
 Glass size wine 187ml red and white 12%Alc/Vol 330 ml 

Somersby 
  Apple Cider 4.5% Alc/Vol 350ml Mercury Apple Cider 5.2%Alc/Vol 
 Soft drink bottles Regular or Sugar--‐ free 

 
Our staff will present the meal, plated, for each person with 3 courses: 
 

1. Starters/appetizers  
2. Hot dish 
3. Sweet cake 

 
• The balcony adjacent to the meeting room has necessarily become a non-

-‐ smoking area, in accordance with the legal requirements. 
 

• Any smokers are required to be outside the building in the undercroft. On 
the evening, there will be no other groups meeting, and no seafarers in 
the area (as there is still no shore leave). 

 
• There is ample room for social distancing for all who attend this meeting. 

 
• The building is COVID--‐ 19 Clear and no seafarers have been in the 

building unless they have had a medical clearance certificate. 
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• The building has been in lockdown since the end of March and most of our 

staff and volunteers are still absent. 
 

• The building has been cleaned daily with anti--‐ bacterial wipes as well as hand 
sanitizers which are available for all personnel on arrival and throughout the 
building. 

• The Chain Locker Club is offering the best possible service in this historical 
time and appreciates the relationship we have had with the Master Mariners 
over many decades. 

• Dennis Claughton 

• CEO 

• 12 June 2020 
 



 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 


