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Branch Masters Report 
 
Zubin Bhada 
 
Branch Master 

 

 
 

Branch Master’s Report – June 2021 
 
On behalf of the Branch, please find below the Branch Masters report for June 2021. Whilst 
we continue our objective to hosting the monthly branch general meeting as a face-to-face 
session at the Flying Angel Club (FAC), this month (June 2021) we had to cancel the session 
due to a lock down that was implemented by our WA Premier. We did however manage to 
have a virtual (Zoom) court meeting to progress our general business of the court. 
 
Branch Court 
This month we held our court meeting as a virtual Zoom session on 30 June 2021 with most 
of the court members attending. We held our court meeting based on the usual agenda 
although a bit rushed due to time limitations on the virtual zoom session. We are also currently 
reviewing new methods to ensure longer and potential to even have a provision to have a 
link for members to dial into the general meeting virtually, based on how well we can integrate 
technology from the FAC. 

• Review of Last Minutes - BM thanked the court for their attendance (Last Meeting May 
2021). 

• Review of Registrar’s report / Review of Secretary’s report / Review of Treasurer’s 
Report 

• Update from Federal Secretary – Next Federal Committee meeting TBC. 

• Update from WA Branch Secretary – Correspondence from last month/new applications 
etc.. 

• Update from Social Coordinator – Annual Dinner planning (Nov 2021) has begun. 

• Business Arising from Previous minutes followed by any Other Business 
 
BM Update 
One of our task’s force objective was to review “How can CoMMA, WA become a recognised 
Marine Subject Matter Advisor for the wider community?”. This was further developed by our 
Task Group where general awareness of CoMMA was publicised through the media (radio, 
press) and to nominate contact persons who can act as a spokesperson in maritime matters. 
An opportunity arose to pursue this goal in July. More of this will follow in the July 
2021 update. 
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General Meeting 
We could not hold the general meeting, WA state went into a lockdown from Tuesday 29 
June 2021 until 12.01am, Saturday 3 July, 2021 and hence the general meeting was 
cancelled. 
 
Key Note Speaker (June 2021) 
Instead of inviting a Guest Speaker to address the June meeting we planned to have an in-
house an open forum discussion amongst the attending members. This was being done as 
a trial to vary the meeting format occasionally.  The topic of the discussion was to be 
“Automated Vessels - Are they the future?”, however as the general meeting was cancelled 
this will now be planned for another general meeting. 
 
Points West 
Our in-house “Points West” continue to be an excellent read every month after our editor 
“Mark Beal” put in exceptional effort in pulling this together every single month. Please do 
send in articles and/or stories that we can share with our membership.  
 
Social Events 
Although we were supporting the World Maritime day, we were recently informed of the 
postponement of the World Maritime Day (WMD-2021) due to repair activities at Elisabeth 
Quay which required the Fremantle Port Authority to move the WMD-2021 celebration to 
March 2022. Although disappointing, it has been a difficult decision taken by FPA and 
COMMA and hence postponed to March, although now not being lined up with World 
Maritime Day which is usually held in Oct/Nov each year. 
 
 
General News  
The roll out of COVID Vaccine has commenced and is progressing really well. Members are 
encouraged to get online and read information on getting vaccinated along with registrations 
now open to the wider community here in WA. WA’s COVID-19 vaccine rollout has ramped 
up allowing more people to roll up their sleeve and help keep our community safe. 
 
Website:https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID19-vaccination-
program 
 

       
 

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID19-vaccination-program
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID19-vaccination-program
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Remember the new monthly curry dinner rates have gone up since June 2021, where every 
member will be required to provide their meeting attendance RSVP along with confirmation 
of them having the curry dinner meal. Noting the new rates are now $25/- person. 
 
I would like to thank the membership for their patience and their continued support for us 
using the FAC as our venue to conduct our membership meetings. The draft Constitution as 
accepted by the federal court has been sent out to all our members via email, followed by a 
final vote that was to take place at the general meeting. However, the court will now have this 
voted upon, and any member wanting to provide feedback was provided an opportunity by 
sending in their comments directly to the WA Branch Secretary who will compile all comments 
before being forwarded to the federal court. 
 
In closing, I would like to thank all members for their continued effort and support in keeping 
our branch live and active through this current pandemic. Please stay safe in these 
challenging times of COVID and do reach out to me and/or any court member if you require 
any support during these times. 
 
Capt. Zubin Bhada (AFNI) 
Branch Master 

 
End of Report 
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News and Views 
                               

 
Due to a report of community transmission of Coronavirus -19, the greater Perth and Peel Region 
was again in Lockdown for 5 days, and restrictions applied for a week after the lock down. 
 
Unfortunately the Lockdown affected cancellation for the regular monthly meeting and curry night, at 
the Flying Angel Club for Wednesday, 30th of June 2021. 
 

Ship News:  2 – 2020. 
Big banks, big shipping join big climate lobby in decarbonisation drive  
 
AS environmental lobbies command greater public attention, Michael Parker, head of 
shipping and logistics at Citi bank, says more lenders will want to join his "Poseidon 
Principles" scheme, reports London's Lloyd's List.  
 
BNP Paribas and Credit Suisse have been named as the latest leading financial institutions 
to sign up to the Poseidon Principles guidelines designed to accelerate decarbonisation 
efforts across shipping. It means signatories of the Poseidon Principles now represent 
around US$140 billion in loans to international shipping - about 30 per cent of the total 
global ship finance portfolio BNP Paribas, the world's largest lender to global shipping, and 
wealth manager Credit Suisse bring the number of financial institutions to have signed up to 
the initiative to 16.  
 
Mr Parker said he expected up to 25 lenders to join the scheme by the end of the year. At 
its launch in June last year, 11 had signed up The Poseidon Principles aim to align the 
shipping portfolios of signatory banks with the International Maritime Organisation's 
emission reduction targets. Mr Parker, who has been a banker for three decades, said that  
 
Asian lenders such as China's ICBC were also interested and could sign up in a matter of 
months. He said the challenges of decarbonisation and digitalisation would change the 
shipping industry, and expected more consolidation, with "real institutional funding coming 
in".  
 
The Poseidon Principles were developed by Citi, DNB, and Societe Generale in 
collaboration with leading industry participants - AP Moller-Maersk, Cargill, Euronav, Lloyd's 
Register, and law firm Watson Farley & Williams - with support from the Global Maritime 
Forum, Rocky Mountain Institute, and University College London Energy Institute.  
 
Source : Schednet 
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Boskalis and Wetlands International to explore the potential of blue carbon 
  
Royal Boskalis Westminster N.V. (Boskalis), a global dredging and marine contractor and 
Wetlands International, the global NGO dedicated to the safeguarding and restoring of 
wetlands, will intensify collaboration to enhance and restore coastal wetland habitats that 
not only support coastal protection and fisheries but store some of the world’s largest 
quantities of carbon. The recently signed agreement will see the organizations first focus on 
developing the expertise and knowledge of ‘blue carbon’ ecosystems that can contribute to 
climate targets, adaptation and biodiversity conservation. ‘Blue carbon’ refers to the carbon 
stored by the world's coastal ecosystems, mostly mangroves, salt marshes and 
seagrasses. 
  
With increasing risks of flooding and erosion, the impacts of climate change on coastal 
systems and communities are becoming ever more apparent. The dredging sector has a 
large role to play in safeguarding these areas, providing innovative ways to protect 
coastlines and introducing adaptive measures.  
 
Jane Madgwick,  
Chief Executive Officer of Wetlands International said: “As natural coastal protection, 
carbon and water stores, wetlands are vital in helping communities and nature deal with the 
effects of climate change. Together with Boskalis, we aim to further develop our blue 
carbon knowledge and expertise to help nature-based approaches become best practice 
across the maritime and dredging sector.” 
  
Theo Baartmans,  
Board Member and Chief Operating Officer, Boskalis said: “As a leader in the industry, 
Boskalis is keen to further develop nature-based solutions to protect and enrich coastal 
ecosystems from the consequences of climate change. By collaborating with Wetlands 
International, we can combine our respective areas of expertise to protect and further 
enhance coastal wetland habitats in terms of biodiversity; whilst simultaneously utilizing 
their potential to store carbon.”  
 
Boskalis and Wetlands International have worked together for several years as active 
members of Ecoshape, a pioneering consortium developing ‘building with nature’ principles 
to support nature-based flood defenses, coastal restoration, resilient deltas and sustainable 
ports. Such principles prioritize the use of natural processes and materials such as 
sediment flow and mangrove restoration to meet society's need for infrastructure. 
Noteworthy projects undertaken together include the ‘Building with Nature Indonesia’ 
program, where mangrove rehabilitation and nature-based coastal protection provide a 
foundation for local economy and community development. Boskalis and Wetlands 
International are committed to strengthening the knowledge base and sharing the learnings 
from the collaboration with the sector as a whole. 
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           CoMMA WA Branch on Local Community Radio                         

 
By Peter Bartlett       July-21 
 

One of the terms of reference set out for the Task Group was –  
 

How can CoMMA –WA become a recognised Marine Subject Matter Advisor for the 
wider community? 
 

This was further developed in our first Task Group meeting to become –  
 

To create a general awareness of CoMMA through the media (radio, press) and to 
nominate contact persons who can act as a spokespersons in maritime matters. 
 

An opportunity arose to pursue this goal in July when we were invited to participate in 
an interview with Tony Howes at Capital Radio, Perth on Saturday 10th. July. 

 
The initial subject matter was the plight of seafarers globally – highlighted by the 

Seafarers Choir rendition of Rod Stewart’s song ‘Sailing’ that was published on Friday 
25th. June and was very well received by the whole of the maritime community. 
 

We decided that the Branch would be represented by –  
Capt. David Heppingstone – to provide a Port perspective in the matter 

 
Capt. Peter Bartlett – a participant in the choir 
 

David & I attended the Capital Radio studio in Wireless Hill Park on Saturday morning – 
not knowing quite what to expect but pleased to have the opportunity to draw the 

attention of the listeners to the plight of seafarers due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Tony is a very experienced radio personality and he expertly led us through 

introductions and into the meat of the broadcast – the situation facing over 200,000 
seafarers unable to go home on leave and another 200,000 stuck at home unable to 

travel to their next ship. 
 
The accompanying music included a selection of gigs and shanties and culminated in a 

rendition of ‘Sailing’ by the company of HMS Illustrious. I believe we went some way 
towards enlightening the listeners to both the plight of seafarers and the existence of 

marine expertise and knowledge here in WA at CoMMA.  
 
David & I were invited back in the future to provide an update to the situation. We 

responded that we would be more than willing to return and thanked Tony on behalf of 
CoMMA WA for helping us explain CoMMA’s role in the WA community and bring to the 

attention of the listeners the dreadful plight of seafarers caused by this COVID-19   
We added that expertise exists within our membership in all areas of maritime practice, 
trade, commerce, regulation and legislation and we would be only too willing to offer 

consultation & advice in maritime matters should Capital Radio - or any other media 
outlet - require it in the future. 
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The Company of Master Mariners of Australia 
Western Australia Branch 

Registrar’s Report – 1st July 2021 – Federal Levy 

Page 1 
of 1 

Comments 

Un-financial Members listed above are considered to have “Resigned by default”. 

Membership Applications to be Read (30th June 2021) 

Name Branch Comment 

Nil   

WA Membership Applications Pending Ratification 

Name Type Comment 

Mani BAJWA WA (Ord) Commercial & Compliance Manager / Jetwave Marine 

Sam COOTE WA (Ord) First Officer - Skandi Singapore 

Raoul GEORGE WA (Ord) 3/O Northwest Sanderling - Trident LNG 

Tim GOURLAY (Dr) WA (Associate) Marine Consultant / Principal Perth Hydro 

Membership Movements 

Ratified by Federal 0  

Resigned to Friend 0  

Resigned from 
COMMA 

0  

Un-financial @ 1-Jul-

2021 (see Comments 

below) 
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Membership 
Terminated 

0  

Deceased 0  

Txfr to Branch 
Honorary 

0  

Transferred Branch 0  

Membership 
Upgraded 

0  

Membership Summary 

Federal Life Members 2   Voting rights / No levy / No fees 

Friends 14   Over 80 years old / No voting rights / No levy / 
No fees Ex-Officio Members 1   No voting rights / No levy / No fees 

WA Honorary 
Members 

4 4  Voting rights / Federal Levy Payable / No fees 

Ordinary Members 73 73 73 Master (Unlimited Trading) 

Associate Members 13 13 13 Master (Restricted Trading) / Deck Officers & 
Others Retired Members 22 22 22 + 65 years / 15 years membership / no longer 
employed Total Members 129    

Federal Levy Payable  112   

Fee Paying Members   108  

Pending Members 
(Read) 

4   Application received / awaiting ratification 

Total incl “Read” 133    

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Peter BIRCH / Peter GRAY / Chris GRUBBA / John 

HOOGERWAARD / Greg TONNISON 
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Company of Master Mariners of Australia – WA Branch 
 

Branch Court Contact Details 
 
 

Position Name COMMA Address Mobile 
Number 

Branch Master Zubin BHADA branch.master@comma-
wa.org.au 

0408 165 306 

Deputy Branch Master Simon HEALY deputy.bm@comma-wa.org.au 0427 103 864 

Immediate Past Branch 
Master 

Steve WENBAN past.bm@comma-wa.org.au 0457 562 622 

Hon Treasurer Raul PEREIRA treasurer@comma-wa.org.au 0434 803 525 

Hon Secretary Peter BARTLETT secretary@comma-wa.org.au 0448 879 176 

Hon Registrar Steve HARRIS registrar@comma-wa.org.au 0412 928 275 

Points West Editor Mark BEAL editor@comma-wa.org.au 0409 299 290 

Social Coordinator Alicia McCARRON social@comma-wa.org.au 0437 430 704 

Branch Librarian Steve HARRIS librarian@comma-wa.org.au 0412 928 275 

Branch Court (Group 
Address) 

Copies to all 
above 

branch.court@comma-
wa.org.au 

n/a 
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